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Record of the meeting of October 4, 2010


Under the chairmanship of Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the meeting was held to consider the items on the order of business, document GT/DADIN/doc.400/10 rev. 1. 

The following delegations attended this meeting: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, and United States. 
1. Adoption of the Group’s Work Plan (GT/DADIN/doc.398/10 rev. 2) 
The Chair noted that according to the decisions taken by the Working Group at its meeting on September 20, 2010, the dates of the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus were rescheduled from January 18 to 20, 2011, and, if funds become available, the Tenth Fourth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus will be held from March 16 to 18, 2011. He also noted that the delegation of Mexico had withdrawn its query on the date of the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations. 
The Chair of the Group informed the delegations about the Workshop organized by the Department of International Law. He indicated that the subsidiary body of the General Secretariat had informed him that the workshop was independent of the Working Group and would be open to all interested parties. The Department of International Law would issue invitations to the member state delegations. He also stressed that the event was supported by external funding from the German and Canadian Cooperation Agencies.
2. Preparatory work and considerations for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

The Chair of the Group presented the draft agenda and draft schedule, (GT/DADIN/doc.390/10 rev. 1) and (GT/DADIN/doc.391/10 rev. 10), respectively.  The delegations in attendance did not comment on them.
With regard to the information on the process of selecting indigenous representatives, the Chair offered the floor to Mr. Luis Toro, Principal Legal Advisor, Department of International Law, who reported that beginning October 5, 2010 his Department would invite indigenous organizations to nominate their candidates by October 24 this year.  He added that the Selection Board would select the applicants on 26 October and that details of the participation process and those selected would be announced at the next meeting of this Working Group, scheduled for November 8.
With regard to the working procedures, Mr. Toro said they would be using the base document “Procedure for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights Indigenous Peoples (GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 8), as well as the following documents: “Record of the current status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev. 5), and “Classification of provisions that could facilitate consensus” (GT/DADIN/doc.329/08 rev. 4).

Referring to the procedures, the Alternate Representative of Nicaragua stated that the Working Group had new representatives who were not familiar with the subject matter, and he therefore requested that the documents be distributed again.


Commenting on the proposed agenda for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus, the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica asked the Technical Secretariat to confirm whether the pending agenda of the Twelfth Meeting and the order of proposed items would resume, moving from the least difficult to most complex items.

On this point, the Chair confirmed that the items proposed would resume and that they would be dealt with in order of complexity so that progress could be made in the negotiations.
3. Other business

The Alternate Representative of Peru asked for clarification concerning the workshop not being part of the Working Group’s activities.

The Alternate Representative of Ecuador endorsed the statement made by the delegate of Peru, and noted that her delegation considered it extremely important to have additional information on the content and the focus of the workshop.

The Chair reaffirmed that the workshop was an activity of the Department of International Law, and explained that the Technical Secretariat would forward the documents and information on the workshop in due course.
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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